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It is possible that the theory of the conservation of
energy is intrinsically less interesting than the theory
of evolution. Its discovery is not attributed exclusively to
Joule, as the discovery of evolution is so often attributed to
Darwin, and its implications were not explained by a
Huxley and a Wells, The inability of Joule and his circle
to interest the public in the theory of the conservation of
energy may have been connected with an unconscious
resentment against physical science. Manchester was one
of the centres of the barbarous industrialism based on the
application of the steam-engine to manufacture. The
subtler activities of the human intellect may have been
repressed in the face of the brutal pursuit of wealth that
accompanied the development of production by the applica-
tion of physical science. The comprehensive human
imagination could not be nourished by Joule's discoveries
because they sprang from poisoned social sources. They
arose out of studies of engines that had been appropriated
to the creation of private wealth instead of an increase of
human dignity. Much of the popular interest in the theory
of evolution was due to the convenience of the principle
of natural selection to the philosophy of competitive
industrialism. Theories of evolution had frequently been
propounded before Darwin, but his theory secured recogni-
tion partly because it combined evolution with natural
selection, and the idea of natural selection was popular
for other than scientific reasons. It is possible that Darwin's
researches are not intrinsically more interesting than Joule's,
in spite of their vastly greater literary success, and that the
difference in the effects inspired by them is partly due to the
more direct connexion of Joule's researches with the sordid
aspects of machine industry. Problems of horse-power
were closely connected with those of production and the
pursuit of wealth, whereas the survival of the fittest seemed
to be connected with the sublimer problems of life and
death, though the phrased fascination derived its power
not from these problems, but from its apparent justification
of the methods of competitive industry.
Joule had no comprehensive imagination, so the failure